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CAPITAL CITY COURIER, SATURDAY

A NEW TRADE TO LEARN.

THAT'S WHAT NEWLY ELECTED|
CONGRESSMEN HAVE TO DO.

| -

Walter Wellman Offors Them & PFew
Words In the Nature of "Polnters,"
the Pernsal of Which Cannot Fall te
Be of Advantage to Them.

[8pevial Correspondence. | |

WASHINGTON, Aug. 20.—Three months
Bence aubout 400 men from every state
and territory in the Union will come
down to Washington to pass a winter
and a summer making laws for the gov-
ernment of the realm. Nearly one-half of |
these statesmen were never here before
in the capacity of legislators. They |
have & new trade to learn and a new lot
of experiences to go through. Perhaps
a little advice will not do them any |
harw. If 1 were n new congressman com- |
ing to Washington, with an ambition to |
make my mark, or at least to show those
who had elected me that | was not un-
worthy the honor, I should be grateful
to any one of experience or observation |
in this tleld who wonld give me a fow
wseful hints. The new congressian
should not come down here with any
large notions concerning his own impor-
tance. In a country town u congress-
man is & very important personage, and
80 he is, intrinsically, everywhero,

But here there are s0 many congress-
men, and so many men of even higher
rank and greater importance, and the
Eeoplu have been so acenstomed to rab-

ing shoulders with great men of all
states and degrees, that a mere congress-
man, particnlarly an nnknown congress-
wan, can't travel very far on his title,
The congressman is just like everybody
else in this busy world, this world of |
struggling to get to the top and elbowing |
your neighbor out of your way. He |
must do something, say something, ut‘.-|
complish something, if he would guin
recoguition. 'T'he least that he can do is
to be ‘agood fellow.” Being "'a good fel-
low” will bring him friends, but it will
not enable him to save anything out of
his sulury, nor will it bring him any per-
manent honor. If | had a dear friend
eoming to congress | would advise him
not to strive to be “'a good fellow,” for |
have noticed that the congressional
“good fellow" fs as a rule n chap who |
has nothing else than his companionship, I
his story telling qualities and drinking |
capacities to recommend him, |
he new congressiian who wants to |
succeed will of necessity make up his |
mind that he has hard work to do—us |
hard work ns he has ever done in his |
life. Being a congressmun—a good con.
gressman—is not o soft snap. The good
congressmnan will get up early in the
morning, read the paperh, look over his
mail, answer the most urgent letters,
run through the departments on busi-
ness for his constituents, go to his com-
mittee room, write or dictate more let- |
ters, attend a committes meeting if |
there be one, study up questions pending |
before his committee or the house, look |
at the history of any legislation in which |
his state or people or party is interested,
confer deferentially with the old mem-
bers, give studious thought to the rules |
of the house, and in short seek in every |
possible way to add to his usefulness |
and to plice himself as near as he can on
an equal footing with the members who
have had long experience,

All this he will do before 12 o'clock
noon, or as much of it as he can. At
noon, or at 11 o'clock in the morning a
part of the session, for often the house
meets at this bour, he should have his
letter writing and departient work out
of the way, so that at the sound of the
spenker's gavel he may take his seat in
the hall of the house, prepared to give
close and studious attention to what is
going on there. The new congressinan
who is wise will determine at the outset
that he will make an effort to under- |
stand evervthing goiug onin the Capitol. |
He will assume that nothing 1s trivial,
nothing too small for his attention. He
will remember that in the dallest ana
seemingly most unimportant legislation
fe where the jobs are slipped in.

A smart man, ambitious to make n
pame tor himself, will not be anxious to
speak. Few menmake fame on speeches.
A speech 1n the national house of repre-
tatives is, as u rule, a bore, a thing which
is tolerated merely becunse it is a men
ber's right. A ‘“leave-to-print” speec,, l
which is never delivered, but which i»
spread broadside in The Congressional

ecord, is an ubomination, nud 4 man of
fine instincts and intellectual pride will
not enguge in this cheap and tawdry
method of making an impression upon
his constituents. The young congress-
man who wunts to speak should take
care that he is well prepared.  He shoulid
muke sure that he has something to say
which the house and the country want
to hear, and that he knows how to say
it. Making a speech at a political meet-
ing or in a courtroom is a different
matter from making » speech in con. |
gress.  Here u man is easily discon- |
certed. He is actually in the midst of &
pack of wolves, ready and eager to jumyp
upon him and tear him in pisces,

The man who makes n maiden speech
or any other specch in congress shonkld
be 8o well informed on the muatter under
discussion that he may with contidence
endure interruption and with intel-

ence and force reply to all inguiries,
flalhur than a long speech—which is
gure to empty the benches and the gul- |
leries und wmake the speaker a dreaded |
wan in future—the young congressman |
should seek to say in a few words the
most striking and effective things he can
think of.  Beware long specches and be.
ware long sentences.  Don't try to be
stately and wise und declamatory.  Spit
out in short, pithy sentences what you
have to say. If possible create a sensi
tion. but not at the expense of deeeney
or truth, The man who will watch and
study, be alert and thoughtful, will have
no difficulty i finding opportunities to
get the car of the honse und the ear of
the public. There are wrongs enough
perpetrated under the dome of the Cuy
itol, frauds enongh, steals und sharp
practices enough, there is dewugogy and
rank partisauship enongh to give any |

bright and gleaming free lance a glori. |
ous fleld for operations.  Perbaps there
never was & botter time than the prescut |
for a new man to make his mark in con

In the first place, nearly one-half of all |
the members are new The inevitable |
result of the rance of #0 many
tyros in the hall will ba an sbandonment
to some extent of the old tradition that
new luembers must during their
terms sit ailent. Not all the old men
who remain in congress are force
ful or eloguent, Bome of them are
such bitter partisans that the country
has long since ceased to take much
interest in their utterances.  The times
are ripe for the appearance amnd the
rise of u young man who will st
times forget his party and rememben
that he has n country.  Extreme part
sanship, that which leads to bigotry, |
demagogy. suppression of truth, over |
riding of right, moral cowardice, is the
bane of American legislation and Amer- |
fean legisintors.  Of course parties i
necessities, and, of course, n mnn elected
by a party must sdhere toat and hely
fight its battles, but his duty of lovalty
does not demand that he shall deform
himself—that he shall on occension e
deaf and blind and damb.

The now congressmuan who s wise wi'l
be jealous of his reputation. He will|
not assume that some one i all the tine
trying to bribe him or corrupt him, but
he will take good care that his conduct
and associntions are such that the finge
of suspicion will not be pointed ut him, 1
There are men and women hanging |
abont the Capitol whose friendship means |
ruin to a public man.  Old congressmen
know them and avoid them. New con
gressien, when in doubt, should frankly |
ask advice of older members; or, if they |
wint to be put on their guard against all
wich dangers and against certain cl---1
structive influences within the house it-
self, let them counsel with some of thef !
newspaper friends.  The newspaper cor
respondents at the capital know pretty
much everybody and nearly everybody's
business, It is their business to observe, |
to inquire, to ferret out, to smell ont by
ingtinct.

Let u crooked woman or corrupt man
come into the Capitol, haunt the gal-
leries and corridors, with a scheme or
purpose in view, and in forty-eight hours
the chances are Newspaper Row will
know what he or she is there for, and, |
more thun likely, the stranger's ante
cedents and charncter. An old congresa-
men, now a very conspicunous and suc-
cessful one, told we that he had made it
a rule throughout his congressional ex-
perience to trust and rely upon his news.
paper friends, not only as to such things
a8 these woe are now speaking of, but ns
to matters of policy and effects upon
public opinion.  So I say to the new con-
gressman, by all means cultivate the
friendship of newspuper men. Do not,
however, make the mistake which a New
England wan did two or three years ugo,
He came down here to attend his first
session of congress, tilled with a con-
suming desire to be famous, He thought
the easiest way to uccomplish his desirs
was to make friends with the correspond-
ents and get them to write him up us o
great urator and stutesman,

The first newspaper man he met afte
arriving here he asked to send out a
fulsomme notice of himself, and as o re-
ward therefor tendered the seribe. whe
chanced to be one of the older wnd more |
dignified men of the row, u five dollar
note. Instead of tuking nmbrage at the
insult and giving the green congresstun
a kick or a tongue lashing, the corre-|
spondent sat down with the offender |
and pointed out to him that he had |
made a fool of himself. But in some
way or other the story got out, and us |
loug as that congressman remained in
public life, which wasn't long, the
correspondents wade his existence u |
miserable one, The statesmuan in this |
instance got more fame than he had as

| pired to. New cougressmen who thought-

lessly attempt to cultivate the friendship |
of newspaper men at the capital by
means of cigars wnd drinks and lanct
eons will make a mistake too.  They |
should remember that a majority of the
newspuper correspondents herv varn ine
comes almost as lurge us the salaries of
senators and members in congress, aml
some of them very much larger. In
come aside, newspaper correspondents
are almost without exception averse to
having their favor sought by such cheap
meaus.  They do not object to com- |
panionship and the awmenities of social |
intercourse, such as an occasionul cigar
or drink, but they will be found ready |
to play fhe part of host guite as often as |
they play guest. !
'hut newspuper wmen like is the gen- |
uine friendship of members of congress
—u frank, contidential relationship, iu
which either side way be trusted  to any
extent: u willingnesson the partof publie
wen to help them to get the news, which
is their business inlife.  The public vian
who makes this sort of connection with

| newspaper writers, and goes out of his

way ut times to serve them, will never |
have occasion to regret it It s brewl
cast upon the waters to retarn o thon |
sandtold, sometimes in oa tew days
Rommetitmes 1N muany

For fear that some  of oar new law
miakers my not have read the stututes
as vigilantly as they shoald have done, |
wint to call their attention to a tew see
tions from that great volume. o the
code it 1s provided that every person

! who promises, offers, gives or causes or

procures to be  promised, offered or
given, anything of value, or makes or
tenders any contract, undertaking, ob-
ligation, grataity or security for the
payment of money, or for the Jdelivery
or conveyunce of anything of value to
any member of sither hiouse of congress,
either before or after such member has |
taken his seat, with intent to influencs
his vore or decision on wny question,
matter, canse or procecding which may
be at any time pending in either house
of couurvas, or before any conitnittes
thereot, shall be fined not wmore than
three thues the amount of money or the
value of the thing so offered, promised,
given, mide, tendered or conveyed, anl,
woreover, shall ba imprisoned  vot more
thiun three years,

Any memberof etther house who asks,
receives or decepts mny such reward for i

| Btutes,

' the Divine, in Now York, have chosen

such u purpose 18 subject to the same
fine and imprisonment. ,
No membor of congress shall be inter |
ested in any contract of a public na
ture under a penalty of §3,000 fine, and
if any offloer of the United States shall |
make such & contract with & member of
congress he is subject to a like penalty.
No member of congress shall practice
in the court of olatms.  Bvery member
of congress or any offlcer or agent of the |
government who takes any conslderation |
whatever from any person for aiding
procure any contract, office or place frow
the government or wny department there

cof shall be deemed guilty of mimlu-|

meatior and be  imprisaned not  more
than two years and pay a fine not to ex. |
ceed §10,000.  Any such ocontract may,
at the option of the president, bo de.
clared null and void, and any member of |
congress or officer convicted of violating
this section of the statute shall be dis- |

Cqualified from  holding any office of |

trust, honor or profit under the United |
No member of congress or offf- |
cer, clerk or employs of the government
shull receive or agree to receiveany com- |
pensation whatever for any services ren I
dered by himself or another in any pro
ceeding or contract or claim in which the
government is a party, and whouver vio |
Intes this law may be fined $10,000, imy |
prisoned two years and be rendered tor |
ever thereafter incapable of holding any |
office under the government,

Indeed, the way of the transgressor is
hard, and | trust that none of the new
congressmen who place themselves un.
der my tutelage will come to such a s
ending. Warten WELLMAN,

A GREAT WORK BEFOHRE THEM,

The Architecta of the Protestant Cathe-
deal of St John the Divine,
[Specinl Corresponidence. |

NEw YORrK, Aug. 22, —The coummittee
appointed to select a design for the Prot-
estant Episcopal cathedral of St John

Messrs, Heins and L Farge as the archi-
tects. This firm
had a plan in the
competition, und
this plan doubt-
less led the com-
wittee to think
that these young
men could come
pretty nearly do-
ing what wis de-
sired. Itis likely,
however, that the
comupeting  plan
in many of ita
features will be
adopted. It will take at least twenty
yeurs to baild this great cathedral, and
it 1= therefore quite well that the archi-
tects selects]l should be youug wen, It
has been very rarely the case that the
architect who hns designed any of the
great ecclesiustical monmments of the
world has lived long enough to see his
work finished.  Mr. Renwick, who built
St, Patrick’s cathedral in New York, was
one of the fortunate few, und is still st
a vigorous old age practicing his profes.
glon.

Mr. George Lewis Heins ts a native of
Philudelphia and thirty-two years old.
He was at oue time n student of the
University of Pennsylvania, though
most of s boyhood wus spent in Euro-
pean travel. It was in Italy that he de
termined to become an architect. Re
turning to America he went to the Insti
tute of Technology in Boston. There he
met young La Farge, who was also o
student and destined to be his partuner.
After finishing in Boston Mr. Heins |
iracticed for some time in St. Paul and
iﬂmmn;nlin. but soon came to New
York to work with Mr. John Lu Farge,
the great artist and father of the youny
architect,

Mr. C. Grant La Farge, the son of the
artist, us has just been suid, wus born in
Newport, R. L, twenty-nine years ago,
His mother is a granddaughter of the

MK, HEINSK

great Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry. |Tglephone ﬂﬁ‘

of Lake Erie fume, and his mother's
mother, & Miss Sergeant, of Philadel
phin, was o great-grandanghter of Ben
Jumin Franklin, Thisis a high lineage [
as we look upon things in America, and |
it is gratifying to see the descendant of
great men showing himself worthy in |

| this republic of labor where vnch indi- |

vidual is judged by his owa capucity to

produaes, |
No person with knowledge of contew-

porary art needs to be told of Mr. John

La Furge. It is not generally known, | =

however, that his father, when o mid
shipman in the French navy during the
time of the first
Nuapoleon,  wis
tuken prisoner in
Sun Donmngo and
kept  for  wany
years  a captive
there by the ne |
o He was |
compelled to act
as the secretary |
of (.‘h.l'le'l-}llht' |
During  the sec:
onid  massacre b
managed o es
cape and made his way to New York, !
where fifty years ugo he wns well known

This young firm has done what work
has come to it amwl has bailt several
churches, notable among them being the
Blessed Sacnmment at Providence, They |
bear thewselves at this time of tri
umph with modest dignity, and show no |
undue elation over the good tortuns
which huas brought to them the be-ﬂ'
architectural commission ever given out |
in America.

Still a Political Factor,

Ex-Secretary of the Senate George  C.
Gorhin 18 bt little heard  of  thess
days, but he 1s said to be stilla potential
factor in pohitics,  He enrries himself
youthtully, dresses well, aud his faco is
handsomer than ever in its frome of
grizzled huwir and beard.  Béfore he en
tered pohitics per so Mro Gorhun was
an editor and had been teained to write
by n long newspaper course. He was
always  remirkable tor s ready and
thorough grasp of w political sitnation
These gqualities renderad liim conspieus
ous in Washington and by comparison
has mude the position of those tollowing
bim ditendt,

MR. LA FARGE

AUGUST 20. 1891
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THAT LULLABY.

“SLEEP, PAPA WILL COME AGAIN.”

Usod dy permission of Hitoheook & MoCargo Publishing Co,, Now York.
Words nnd Music by DELLA BRICE.
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